07

A MAGAZINE .
| FOR THE
RISTIAN

FAMILY. |

Learning how to
protect d”d
respect online

4 .‘Z—Vd!mm.- 26 _Number 8 June 20

REFORMED



EDITORIAL

Edstoricl !

— i |
by Andrew Nogterenl

—Y

Musingson

urban/rural theology*”

’

Paradise might have been a garden but . . . .

Town or country?

Most people have a strong lcaning one way or the
other. 1 spent most of my growing-up years on a small
farm just out of Levin, and loved it, so [ suppose 'm a
country boy at heart - no mega-urban sprawl for me!

But then 1 got thinking. What would God choose

were he given the choice? Would he prefer the wild

sounds of the great outdooss, or the vibrancy of inner-
city life? Depending on whom you ask, you'll probably

get different answers

It started in a garden

To some, it would be an obvious chokce for God
He'd choose rural, they claim. Away from the city
Back to nature, After all, God has revealed himself and
his glory in his natural creation. And rural is as close
to natural as you can get these days

Besides, look at the alternative. Our urban envi
roanments seem (o be dominated by the mighty modem
!

phalt as possible, to reduce the quantity of time-con-

townhouse Mt comes with as much as

J0 mvent

suming green stull we used 1o play on. Oh, there's the

odd bush, shrub or flowerbed here and there for the

sake of good looks, but not really a lot of opportunity
for God's glory 1o shine, And if that still isn’t enough
evidence, remember that it was on a garden that God
set his stamp of approval (and called “good™) when he
made the world, not a cly

3¢ that as it may, I'm not ready to be persuaded

Quite yet

Butitendsin...

You see, while it's true that God dwelt in a garden
in the beginning, that’s not the endd of the story. When
we move forward to the time of King David, God
chooscs to dwell among his people in a city - in

Jerusalem. Now i God wasn't into cities, I'm sure he

X

d have had David set up the tabemacle (and later,
the temple) in some suitable and sechuded rural loca-
tion. But no, the ark which symbolized God's presence
is enthroned in a city

Jerusalem isn't a temporary storage location, ei-

ther. God isn't just grudgingly putting up with the city
until Jesus returns 1o restore a sin-ruined creation
Rather, God even goes so far as 1o use the imagery ol a
city to picture the new creation (Revelation 21). The
new Jerusalem will be pleasant to the eye, perfectly

symmetrical, adorned with precious [\""-\'I\ it will

have streets of pure gold and will shine with the glory
of Goxd

Jut what if you find yoursetf prelerring rural, even
though God is heading towards a city? Well, perhaps
one of the main reasons some of us struggle to appre-
clate the beauty of the city is because all oo often our
cities lack beauty, Our building codes are littered with
rile alter rule, guarding us against fires and carth.
quakes, telling us how many car parks we nead to pro-
vide, but requirements for beauty take a definite back
scat. We're good at functional, not
- here in New Zealand, anyway. They tell me that

so good at beautiful

beauty is in the eye of the beholder but, since I'm not

a trendy relativist, that docsn’t wash on me
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well, as any beholder of beauty ought 10 acknowledge

Tolkien does ugly cities
Take Bree,
the industrialised Orthanc or the occupied Shire, Cities whose soul
dollar, But
Tolkien also gives us cities of unparalicled beauty. Places that thrill

In his tnlogy Lerd of the Rings

has been reduced o progress, efficiency and the mighty

the imagination, ¢ven when adapted for the big screen, The grandeur
of Minas Tirith. The splendor of Lothlrien. The Shire after the cleanup

has taken place. Paradise was Lost. But then Paradise 15 Restored

Conclusion

And it's Paradise Restored that we see at the end of Revelation
At the heart of
», and flowing from that throne is the river

and that helps answer the question we began with
s throng
with the tree of life from the original Eden flank

ing its banks. Creation begins with a garden, and ends in a garden

3

the new aity is God's
of the water of life,

atv. God may start rural, but he ends urban
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The state parliaments in Australia are
presently debating legislation that would
allow embryonic stem cell rescarch. If
passed these bills would allow:;
¢ human-animal hybrids
* the fertilizing of eggs from aborted girls
with adult male sperm to form new ems-
bryos

* the mixing of genetic material of more
than two persons to create embryos with
3 or more genetic parents

* human doning

¢ the mandatory murder of all resulting
embryos at 14 days or carlier

What this means from a layman's
point of vicw is that these embryos, which
in the normal course of things would con-
tinue developing right to adulthood, are
instead used for experimentation in arcas

such as diabetes, multiple sclerosis, and
other medical conditions

Seeing that abortion has become so
commonplace in our country it is under-
standable that most people have no prob-
lem with this procedure, particularly
because it promises healing 1o people who
live with very debilitating conditions. How-
over i IS inderesting to note that so far em-
bryonic stem cell research has provided
absolutely no medical cures, while aduly
stem cell rescarch and research involving
stem cells deri from umbilical cord
blood have provided dozens of treatments,
none of which have involved the death of
any embryos,

Standing up

This whole issuc became front-page
news carly in June when two Roman

by Rene Vermeulen

Proposed legislation would
not only allow the creation
of clones, it would require
their deaths

Catholic bishops made some outspoken
comments on this matter, The Roman
Catholic Archbishop of Sydney. George Pell,
leader of the Roman Catholic Church in
Australia, told state lawmakers and mem-
bers of his flock that human cloning and
the destruction of embryos for rescarch was
a serious moral matter and their votes
would have consequences for their lives in
the Church. In fact he 1old reporters that
he may deny communion to the Premier of
New South Wales, Morris Lemma.

These bills would allow:
human-animal hybrids.

This prompted the Premier and other
politiclans to be outraged. How dare the
Archbishop sanction them for openly re-
jecting Roman Catholic teachings on the
sanctity of life! “He won't be dissuading me
from doing what [ believe is the right thing
and that is supporting the bill,” said a defi-
ant Lemma who didn’t believe that any
parish pricst would deny him communion.

Standing strong

In Western Australia, Archbishop Barry
Hickey told the West Australian newspaper,
“Catholics who vote for the doning of em-
bryos destined for destruction are acting
against the teaching of the Church on a very
serious matter and they should in conscience




not vote that way, but if they do in con-
science they shoukd not go to communion,”

These words caused outrage among
the public but also within the Parliament
of Western Australia, The Speaker, Fred
Retbeling, accused the archbishop of threat-
ening politicians and stated that an official
investigation would examine his remarks.

In a strongly worded letter tabled in
the Western Australian Parliament. proce-
dure and privileges commitiee chairman
and Speaker Fred Ricbeling told Arch-
bishop Hickey it did not matter whether
his comments on stem cell rescarch legis-
lation actually constituted a threat to MPs.

“In this instance at the least, that im-
pression was created,” the better said,

Among the public many voiced their
opposition on the grounds of the separation
of church and state. But that argument
does not hold water. The Australian Con-
stitution has no articles making such a
separation. The only provision touching on
the matter is article 116, which reads: “The
Commonwealth shall not make any law
for establishing any religion, or for impos-
ing any religious observance, or for pro-
hibiting the free exercise of any religion,
and no religious test shall be required as a
qualification for any office or public trust
under the Commonwealth,” This article, in
fact, when it says the state may not go
around. “prohibiting the free exercise of
any religion” clearly shows that the two
archbishops are on safe ground.

From our point of view we admire
these men for speaking out on such an im-
portant matter and can only hope that it
will have a good result,

Standing together?

At the same time the Australian Sen-
ate has a bill before it called the “Pregnancy
Counselling {Truth in Advertising) Bill.”

Abortion is not an option in pro-life
counseling centers, and because it sn't pro-
abortion parliamentarians have accused
them of deception, This bill is in keeping
with similar attempts in the US. 1o close

down those pregnancy centers that don't
help women to have abortions but reach
out to help both mother and child. Right to
Life Australiy, in correspondence to its
many members, asks:
“What are these women afraid of? A
few babics slipping through the net?
Consider the big bourgeoning abortion
industry aborting, without question,
one precious Australian child for every
three bomn, lcaving a trail of wounded
wornen in their wake and growing rich
on taxpayers” monices in the form of
Medicare rebates,

The Speaker; Fred

“Rather than hindering the work of
those pregnancy counselling services
which offer support to women facing a
crisis pregnancy to choose an alterna-
tive to abortion we should be grateful
for these community services, largely
carried out by volunteers. The Com-
monwealth should be finding ways to
foster and enhance this work, not un-
dermine 1"
We live in a world that more and more re-
Jects the precepts of the Christian faith, so it
is good to find that there are still people
who will stand up for the sanctity of life,
The situation calls out for prayer for
the coming again of our Lord and Savior to
establish rightecousness and destroy
wickedness, May we all in our own place do
what we can to promote God's law and
show our thankfulness that we may still
weekly hear the rich preaching of God's

Word and live accordingly.
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Lust within Marriage

by Jane deGlint

Every lust thar dominates a marriage
bas begun well before the official wedding
date. Since lust is obsessed with instant
self-gratification, the lustful are usually
only interested in marital commitment if
they need it as required sanction for their
brutal drive, More often than not, lust does
not last till a proper marriage can be
arranged. Either the lust has lost its drive
because it is intrinsically unable to endure
waiting, or the drive had a chance to run
its course before marriage and has already
entered the rejection phasc.

Yet, especially in societies or commu-
nities where marriage ks held in honoe, lust
quite regularly ends up within the bounds
of marriage. Usually these groups under-
stand, by intultion or by instruction, that
the sexual drive can only be channeled
properly within the safeguards of a mar-
riage. Only when a man and a woman are
willing and able to commit themselves o a
relationship that is emotionally and ¢co-
nomically viable, can proper procreation
take place. As a consequence it is consid-
ered mandatory that any sexual relations
that take place before marriage must im-
mediately and retroactively be sanctioned
by a legal wedding ceremony.

In those cases lust receives a life-sen-
tence. It is properly and officially wed-
locked up. The community is relieved that
the fire is contained. Case closed.

And, especially in the Church of our
Lord Jesus, the self-centered passions of
sexual desire can be used for good In God's
providential care. The guiding power of the
Spirit is well able to transform the wikd(ire
of lust into the hearth and heart of a Chris-
tian home,

But not always. In the church there are
lustful people who resist this fundamental

change. Proudly they claim to be fully enti-
tled 10 the gratification of their passions,
This perversion of marriage is aggravated
upon the arrival of the inevitable rejection
stage. At that point the lusting party starts
1o exercise sublime control through unilat-
cral abstinence with the occasional sex
binge. Even though these perpetrators usu-
ally make every effort to look like a good
Christian, they in fact allow their passions
1o be thelr god. As a result thedr spiritual de-
fense and discernment weaken. Stealthily
the devils scamper in and claim their soul.
Another victim! Right under the nose of the
Enemy’s guardians! What a catch!

Once the devils have made themselves
at home in the lustful spouse, they concen-
trate their efforts on the partner. Craftily
they switch their tactics. Whereas for the
lustful spouse they capitalized on instant
gratification and the need for control, they
have 1o take a totally different approach
towards the partner.

The partners are usually quite unlike
their aggressive spouse, since lustful peo-
pie hardly ever target confident individuals
as objects for gratification. Cleverly they
locate people who suffer from a sense of
worthlessness, but who at the same time
have a willingness to please and an ability
to nurture - exactly the traits which are
highly exploltable by gratification seckers.

In many instances the spouses of lust-
ful people are completely unaware of the
evil intentions of their partner. Not recog-
nizing lust, they mistake it for kove, In fact,
they take the lustful advances as proof of
commitment. They have no clue that they
are becoming the victim of a lustful person
who deliberately picked hisher prey.

It seems commonly assumed that the
male represents the lustful pariner,

whereas the female is the victim. Alter all,
it is the man who has the stronger drive
and the stronger build. He feels the rush
and can make it happen. And in most cases
of domination it is the male partner who
holds the controls. But women have
strength as well, be it of a subtler sort. A
lustful woman knows how to charm a man.
With her seductive glances and gestures
she can ply him like melted wax. "For the
lips of an adulteress drip honey, and her
speech is smoother than oil, but in the end
she is bitter as gall, sharp as a double-cdged
sword” (Proverbs 5:3-4 & also 7:21-23).

Whether male or female, the partner of
the lustful person tums into an easy target
for devils. Already victimized by their
spouses, these unwitting recipients of lust
are very vulnerable. Their lives focus on
their selfish spouse, who constantly is dis-
satisfied, demanding and abusive. 1t is not
long before their need for approval turms
them into the personal slaves of their
spouse. They rather obey their spouse than
God. After a while they confuse the will of
God with the will of their spouse. When
their abusive spouse becomes unfaithful or
unreasonable, they cater to him even more
hoping to win him back. Fearful and ex-
hausted, they start to become detached and
disinterested. As their mind loses its flexi-
bility. so their soul loses its sense of truth.
While their discernment fades, they be-
come partners in falschood.

The road lies wide open to the devils.
Blatantly they make their approach and
rapidly they gain ground with their insidi-
ous thoughts and questions. Does the Lord
really help you as he said he would? Can
you really trust him? Where is God, any-
way? And look at how worthless you are.
There is nothing you do right. You must try




harder 10 please your spottse. Do not always
make himvher so mad. Come on. Focus on
YOUT SPOtISC,

All these temptations are often en-
dured in silence, It seems inappropriate and
cmbarrassing to bring them into the open
and to discuss them with fellow-believers.
Ironically, the abusive spouse benefits from
the taboo. Unchecked he/she works sys-
tematically on polishing his/her image: an
active member in the church, who excels
in bible knowledge and who is outspoken
about his/her opinions on morality,

It is chear that the suppressed spouse
will be helped by the truth. The devils may
scem 1o have gained the upper hand over
him/her, but the person’s conscience is not
dead. They may not experience the Lord’s
nearness for a while, but their soul does not
sell out 1o the evil one, Though oppressed
by the lie to the point of shedding blood,
they never completely lose thelr sense of
truth. Sooner or later they will start 1o send
out signals of distress,

Initially these stress calls may be
barely audible, In certain instances the op-
pressed partners do not live long enough
to accomplish visible change for them-
selves or their familics. But their litle in-
fringements on the taboo are proof that in
the end the Lord was near again. His pres-
ence returmed. And with it came courage
and peace.

Of course, the selfish spouse also needs
spiritual guidance, As Jong as there is phys-
ical life, there is the possibility for spiritual
renewal: truthful repentance, confession
of sin and a holy lifestyle. Sometimes the
selfish spouse tries to duck the corrective
measures by attempting to fool the Spirit
with a false show of remorse, But those

who are close 1o him or her, especially im-
mediate relatives, would quickly detect the
pretence. They would never believe the
change was genuine without time-tested
evidence, Thelr intuitive misgivings are of-
ten justified when the abuse continues.
Even so, the call 1o repentance must go
out. The Loed is able to turn hearts of stone
into hearts of flesh (Ezekicl 11:19).

People who fake their faith very often
betray themselves. In an unguarded mo-
ment they reveal their hidden motives, or
they contradict themselves, or their actions
brazenly belic their words. Pretense is never
full prool. Morcover, the relatives may
break the imposed code of silence, The
suppressed spouse will send out stress calls,
be they feeble and incidental. If there are
children, they will likely drop hints, either
intentionally with words or subconsciously
by behavioral clues. Slowly the picture be-
comes clearer, At that time the spiritual care
can be mobilized. Even if a whole family
has lived in denial for decades; it is never
100 late to deal with the terrible burden.

As members of Christ’s body we must
be observant, without becoming overzeal-
ous, There are great differences between
marriages. The division of tasks between
husband and wife is not cast in stone, and
there are no rules for the frequency of vis-
its with fricrxds, However, we need 1o be-
come concerned when we realize that the
husband does not function as head of the
family. This is an absolute sign of trouble.
Does he make real sacrifices if necessary
for the well-being of his family? Does he
take responsibility? Is he involved?
Whether the man is the controller, or the
woman, the trouble shows up in the dis-
tortion of headship.

With caution and discretion we have
1o be spiritually alert to the marriages of
our brothers and sisters in faith. This is fore-
most the task of the office-bearers, but
their work is interwoven with the mutual
care and concern between believers. As
keepers of our brothers and sisters we have
a responsibility towards each other. To-
gether we are once body. If we tum a blind
eve 10 an abuse, we obstruct the truth and
surrender to the lic, Such intentional over-
sight could lcad to spiritual decline in the
whole congregation.

The task of the spiritual keaders to deal
with this form of abuse is immensely com-
plex. the more so when it has been located
in the family of an clder or deacon. There is
disbeliel, coupled with an initial imypulse for
cover-up. There is confusion abour the cot-
rect course of action. There is embarrass-
ment. But in the end the direction will
become clear. The emphasis must be on
walking in the light, The old self, which is
corrupted by deceitful desires, must be
made new by a change of heart and mind.
The new self must develop, as it is created
10 be like God in true rightcousness and ho-
liness (Sce Ephesians 4:22-23).

If there is no repentance, the task of the
church leaders towards those who suffer
under an abusive spouse or parent becomes
pressing. If all efforts for real improvement
faik, it might become necessary to break up
the family thes. This is utterly painful and of-
ten has economic repercussions, but it may
be necessary for the spiritual health of those
who are constantly exposed to devilish
thinking. To be separated from an unrepen-
tant spousc is spiritually healthier than ex-
posing oneself to the dangers of being
controlled by an abuser,

As the members of the body join to-
gether in maintaining healthy marriages,
they truly serve the head of the church, The
Lord takes a spedial interest in the marriages
of his saints, since they are a reflection of his
own love for his church, His name ks hon-
ored as the believers work together to take
the lie out of marriage relationships. The
image of selfishness may never obstruct the
image of Christ with his church.

“For a naant will feave his father and mother and
be united 1o his wife, and the two will become
onse flesh, This is a profovnd mystery - but [ ant
talking about Christ and the Church.” Ephestans
3:31-32




“Moving pictures™ began 1o spread
throughout North America carly in the
twenticth century. The cardiest movie the-
atres were converted stores with hard
wooden benches and a bed sheet for a
screen, These "theatres™ came to be known
as nickclodeons, as the admission price was
five cents. The films were short - in 1906
the average length of a film was five to ten
minutes, In 1911 the earliest dinema musk
was plaved on tinkling pianos, During the
silent film era, slapstick comedy, which de-
pends on broad physical actions and pan-
tomime for its effect rather than dialoguc,
was widely prevalent. In the 19305 scrow
dall comedy became widely popular. It was
laced with hyper action, was highly verbal,
and noted for fts wisecracks. In 1939 the
first Drive-in theatre was opened on a ten-
acre site a1 Camclen, New Jersey

Film as art

Is a film a form of an? Someone said
that film Is the art form of our time that
palls in huge audiences of citizens as once
the ancient Athenlans plays did

Are Christians as discér ng
sed t6 be?

But what is art? The history of the
word “an™ reveals a wealth of information
about the structure of our civilization. It
also shows continuous change. This is par-
tially because cultures change through
technology. Most people use the term arf to
describe the traditional fine arts, such as
painting and sculpture, the symphony
and opera. For popular music, television,
we olten use the term emdertantment,

"Movics are not art,” an evangelical
film critic argued, "Rather they are a form
of entertainment which employs artistic and
communicative clemenis.” But in How To
Read A Film James Monaco argues that on a
more advanced level, film is considered a so-
phisticated art, possibly the most impor-
tant art of the twentieth century with a
rather complex form of history and practice

The Church and the movies

Ever since movies became a form of
entertainment, churches have had to deal
with them. For many years Christlans
were warned against movie going. Many
“fundamentalist™ pastors forcefully ex-

as the

horted, “When the Lord suddenly retums,
would you want to meet Him in a theatre
watching a worldly movie?” Reformed
Christians were also exhorted not to at-
tend movie theatres

1. The Christian Reformed Church
(CRC)

As carly as 1908 the cditor of the CRC
denominational magazine, The Banner,
complained, "Theatre going supports a
class of people that frequently caters to the
lowest taste of depraved humanity, actors
and actresses and their employers.”™ A gen-
cral objection was that the movie industry
as a whole tended 1o be “of the world,”
and thus against Christian valucs and the
church... and ultimately against God’s
Kingdom

The CRC 1928 Report of the Commuiitee
ort Workdly Ammuserments paid close attention
to the question of worldliness in relation to
the movies. The Report stopped short of
calling the whole movice industry anti-
Christian, but still issued severe warnings
against attending movies. CRC Synod 1928

REFORMED PERSPECTIVE



judged, “We do not hesitate 1o say that
those who make a practice of attending the
theatre and who therefore cannot avoid
witnessing lewdness which it exhibits or
suggests are transgressors of the seventh
commandment.”

In 1964 the CRC took another serious
look at the mowvics. The CRC realized that its
official stance and the practice of its mem-
bers were at great variance, producing a
“denominational schizophrenia and/or
hypocrisy.” In 1966 a major report The Film
Arts and the Church was released. It differed
substanuially from the carlicr studies. Film,
it said, should be regarded as a legitimate
means of cultural expression, so the
medium of film must be claimed, and re-
stored by Christians. The Report was idcal-
istic in hoping that members of the CRC
would become discriminating and educated
moviegoers, reflecting on and discussing
films as part of their coltural milicu

The review of movies in The Banrer be-
gan in 1975, but faced strong opposition.
But in time the Reformed doctrine of the
antithesis (we should not be just like the
world) became muted in the choice of
movies made by CRC members. There was
littde difference in what they waiched, and
what the world warched

2. The Protestant Reformed Church
(PRC)

The PRC was fervent in its denounce-
ment of movies and movie attendance, The
PRC considers all acting as cvil, as is the
watching of acting on stage, in theatres, on
television, or on video. PRC minister Dale
Kulper said, "Certainly the content of al-
most 100 per cent of dramatic productions
(movics, television programs, plays, skits,
operas) place these things out of bounds for
the Christian.”

But already in 1967 a writer noted
that PRC practice did not match PRC prin-
ciple: "When 1 was formerly an active pas-
tor kn a congregation, it was always a source
of sad disappointment to me that so few of
our young people could testify, when asked
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News Bites

L,

/ In May the human rights organization Amnesty International decided \
that abortion was one of the “human rights™ that they will lobby for - the
group had previously had a neutral position, neither advocating for or against it.
Al claims they still aren’t advocating for abortion as a human right, but are mere-
ly taking the position that abortion should be decriminalized. In either case, chil-
dren will die . . . . Another CHARITY THAT MIGHT HAVE ONCE BEEN
WORTH SUPPORTING has taken a stand that changes its status, In 1985 Rick
Hansen circled the world In his wheclchair raising money to find a cure for spinal
cord injuries, June 2007 Lifesitenews.com reported that Rick Hansen’s “Wheels
in Motion” Fund had decided to support eimbryonic stem cell research, rescarch

that can only be conducted by killing embryonic human beings.

The city of Philadelphia was, for a space of seven days, an officlally pro-choice
city. In a 9-8 vote on Junc 8 the city passed a resolution suggested by the local
chapter of Planned Parenthood, which declared the city pro-cholee. A week later
the resolution was overturned by a 13-4 vote ., . . . Toronto isn't OFFICIALLY
PRO-CHOICE; IT'S OFFICIALLY GAY. The city’s tourism board has created
a new slogan that reads, “Toronto: as gay as It gets”, Homosexual activist
Councilor Kyle Rac pushed for the slogan. He wanted it to be clear that Toronio
is more than just friendly to homosexuals: “Toronto’s not gay friendly - it's gay.”

This past month a Roman Catholic bishop challenged Republican presidential can-
didate Rudy Giuliani on his incoherent stance on abortion, In an online column
Bishop Thomas J. Tobin wrote “Would we let any politician get away with the
same pathetic cop-out on other issues: ‘I'M PERSONALLY OPPOSED 1o . . .
racial discrimination, sexual abuse, prostitution, drug abuse, polygamy, incest . .,
but don't want to impose my beliefs on others?” Why is it that when 1 hear
someone explaining this position, I think of the sad figure of Pontius Pilate in
the Gospels, who personally found no guilt In Jesus, but for fear of the crowd,
washed his hands of the whole affair and handed Jesus over 1o be crucified. 1
can just hear Pilate saying, "You know. I'm personally opposed to crucifixion but

\l don’t want to impose my belief on others.” /

at confession of faith, that they had not in-
dulged in the corruptions of the movie,”
And since 1969 and continuing till today,
various pastors and professors have
lamented that large numbers of PRC mem-
bers watch movices, cither in theatres., or
maore often on television

3. Evangelicals

A Barna Research Grovp study shows that
“born again Christians” have bought into
the media technology as much as anyone,

The Billy Graham organization World-
wide Pictures made modest independent
films to evangelize youth: The Resthess Ovnes
(1965), about teenage pregnancy; A Thief i
the Night (1972), an end-times thriller; and
the Nicky Cruz biopic, The Cross and the
Switchblade (1970). A reporter dubbed them
“religious tracts first, entertainment sec-
ond.”

More recently, evangelicals made new
producing sci-fi films about the apoca-
lypse, which critics claim are embarrass-
ingly poor-quality - artistically flawed -




productions marketed in the name of evan-
gelism. As examples, they refer to the three
profitable Left Behind Movies (2000, 2002,
2005),

The Dallas Morntng News ran a story in
1998 about the growing number of Chris-
tians who advocated going to the movics,
even Rerated ones, The reason? Evangelical
filmmaker Dallas Jenkins said, “Non-Chris-
tans are just as capable of producing God-
honoring and spiritually uplifting products
as Christians are, and I've been as equally
offended by a Christian’s product as I've

been moved by something from a non-
Christian,”

Evangelicals are now advocating
“family friendly” movies, These movies
tend 10 depict a world where all issues are
plain and simple. Evildoers are destroyed,
the virtuous rewarded, and the “good”
characters have within themselves cvery-
thing they need 10 secure their destiny,

Perspectives

A film is more than a form of enter-
tainment, It propagates a worldview. When
we watch a film, we see it only as the film-
maker wants us 10 see it

Each film reflects a message. In fact,
ideodogical propositions can make their way
even in popular ant works. For example,
the characterization and storyline in D.W.
Grillith's classic 1915 silent film The Birth

of a Nation portrays the racist assumption
that white people are superior 1o black
people, The Academy-Award winner Rocky
(1976} is a celebration of the American
dream, a rags-to-riches tale, Rocky only has
to believe in himsclf in order to pull him-
self up by his proverbial bootstraps and as-
cend from rags to riches. A clear
contemporary example is Al Gore's An Inr-
conventient Truth, which is sheer propaganda.
Mr. Gore even has the gall to daim there are
no credible scientists who are able to re-
fute catastrophic man-made climate
change, His apocalyptic exaggerations are
even force-fed to public schools students
in Canada. And all this in a postmodern
age, which rejects absolute truth. How
ironic?

Film is more than a form
of entertainment. It

propagates a worldview.

Titanic

Most films depict a world In which
God Is absent or non-cxistent. For example,
there is nothing in the film Teranie (1997)
to suggest that God is even interested in the
fate of those on board the ship. Whether
uncaring or impotent, God is irrclevant in
the world of this film. In his book Eyes Wiide
Open: Looking for God in Popular Culture
william D. Romanowski comments,
“Whatever outward appearances of belief
dot the landscape of Titans, they have little
bearing on the faith of the main charac-
ters, especially when compared 1o the film's
glorification of the human will and spirit,”

In this film, Rose’s flancé, Cal Hockley,
is concerned only with approval of his social
sct. He equates wealth and social status
with worth and character. Aware of the lim-
ited lifeboat capacity, Rose says, “Half the
people on the ship are going to die.” The
snobbish Cal responds, “Not the better
halL”™ These attitudes run against the grain
of American values associated with free-
dom and equality. In opposition to Cal, free-
spirited artist Jack is the ultimate
expression of pure freedom. His character

traits, talent, and good looks easily identify
him as the hero. When Rose and Jack have
an Hlicit sexual encounter it ks for Rose a de-
claration of independence from her fiancé
and her mother’s control over her. The now
famous sex scene sums up many of the
film's themes: Forbadden love, class differ.
ences, and individual freedom,

The Passion of the Christ

Mel Gibson's The Passior of the Clrrist
was highly recommended by evangelicals
for its realistic portrayal of Christ's suffer-
ing and death. But how true 10 the Gospels
is the film? Why did the director have Jesus
stand up 10 invite more scourging by the
Roman soldiers? 1s the film historically ac-
curate or is it a reflection of Gibson's theol-
ogy? Co-screenwriter Mel Gibson said that
he relied not only on the New Testament
bat also on the writings of two nuns, Mary
of Agreda, a seventeenth-century aristocrat,
and Anne Catherine Emmerich, an carly
nineteenth-century stigmatic

The violence in the film became a mat-
ter of much debate when the film was re-

lcased. On the one hand, the head of an
cevangelical youth ministry said, “This isn't
violence for violence's sake. This is what
really happened, what it would have been
like 10 have been there in person (o see
Jesus arucified.” On the other hand, many
critics cringed at the level of violence in the
movie, Romanowski comments, “In my
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estimation, it is difficult to provide dra-
matic justification for some of the violence
in the film.”

Star Wars

One of the most controversial film se-
rics was Star Wars, In 1977 it hit the big
screens and it was an immediate success
Legions of fans formed an cerie cult-like de-
votion and the boax-office receipts were as-
tronomical. It originated a new genre - the
techno-splashy sci-fi soap opera.

The film has a semi-religious theme, In
From Plato 10 NATO David Gress writes that
the Star Wy film saga broadcast a popular
mythology of heroism, growth, light, and
dark sides, wise old men and evil tempiers,
all concocted by the California filmmaker
George Lucas. Much of the inspiration
came from the teaching of Joseph Camp-
bell, who claimed there is truth in all
mythology. Campbell wrote in 1955 that
“clearly Christianity is opposed fundamen-
tally and intrinsically to everything 1 am
working and living for”

In a survey of several hundred college
students, cited in the book Magic, Wirch-
craft, and Refigion, researchers discovered
that "scientific media”™ was listed as a
source of occult beliefs. They pointed to
such films as The Exorcist and Star Wars

There is also a theologian on hand who
finds something redemprive in Star Wrs,
John C, McDowell, Lecturer in Systematic
Theology at New College, University of Ed-
inburgh, analyses the “classic rilogy™ Sur
Wrs, The Empire Strikes Back, and the Return
of the Jadi in his book The Gospel acconding to
Star Wars: Faith, Hope., and the Force. He calls
these films a “pop-culture phenomenon® of
unprecedented stature, He says that Srar
Wars is much more than entertainment. He
suggests that the films carry even “more in-
fluence among young adults than the tra-
ditional religious myths of our culture.™ He
argues that the flms possess rich resources
to change and transform us as moral sub-
jects by helping us in some measure to en-
counter the deep mystery of what it means
1o be truly human. He even claims that Sgar
Wars is “a parabolic resource that reveals
something of the shape of a Christian dis-
cipleship lived under the shadow of the
cross,” He notes that the theology of the
trilogy is difficult to pin down - though the
interconnectedness of all of life does seem
1o be the fruit of the Force in some way and
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Most people believe

they are personally
immune fo what they

see on the film screen.

this is therefore exalted as the movies'
good. He also discovers pacifist themes.
According to him, Star Wars at its best pos-
sesses radical potential to witness 1o a set of
nonviolent values

Critical assessment

Should we wam Christians about the
kind of movies they are watching, whether
in a theatre on TV? Some say, “They are
only movies. They won't influence us.™ But
no film shoukl be viewed simply for view-
ing sake or because there is nothing better
to do. Films often exalt sclf-interest as the
supreme value, glorify violent resolutions to
problems, and promote the idea that find-
ing the perfect mate is one’s primary voca-
tion and highest destiny. They promote
a view of romantic love which is passionate
and irresistibie and can conquer anything,
including barriers of social class, age, race
and ethnicity, and personality conflicts.
But the love it portrays is usually another
cuphemism for lust. In Images of Man: a ¢ni-
tigue of the comtemporary ¢inema Donald J

Drew observes that in contemporary films
the context makes it clear that love equals
sex plus nothing.

An underlying assumption in main-
stream Hollywood films is that the goal in
life is to become rich, And acquiring things
is even supposed to make you a better per-
son! But the values of consumerism, self-
indulgence and immediate gratification can
harm individuals, familics, and communi-
ties. Timre film critic Richard Corliss notes,
“For decades, America has embraced a baf-
fling contradiction. The majority of its peo-
ple are churchgoing Christians, many of
them evangelical. Yet its mainstream pop
culture, especially film, is secular at best, of-
ten raw and brreligious.™

I wonder whether the lack of critical
thinking by evangelicals is the result of the
tendency to privatize faith, confining reli-
gious beliefs to personal morality, family,
and the Jocal congregation, while conduct-
ing their affairs in business, politics, edu-
cation, and social life, and the arts much
like everyone else

Aren’t even many Christlans over-
looking the persistence of evil in human
history? Carl E Henry observed, it is a wide-
spread belief “that American people are ¢s-
sentlally good at heart in a world whose
inhabitants are prone to evil.” We live in a
{allen world that is at once hostile to God
and also in search for God, Works of arnt
can glorify God - including film art - but
they can also be instrumental in leading
people away from Him. Ever since the fall,
human beings have been in revolt against
God, turning their gifts against the Giver.
Art, along with nearly every human fac-
ulty, has been tainted by the fall. Indeed,
one of the first phases of the disintegration
brought by sin was the usurpation of art
for the purpose of idolatry {Rom. 1:23)

Most people believe they are person-
ally immune to what they see on the film
screen or on TV, How do we grow in our
faith? Not by watching and observing a
stcady dict of movies. We must restore the
primacy and power of the Word of God
God gave us a book - the Bible -~ and not a
movie. We shoukd be critical in our think-
ing, and apply our Biblical worldvicw.
Scripture calls us to “test everything, Hold
on 10 the good. Avoid every kind of evil”
(1 Thess. 5:1-22),




EVERV MOVIE HAS A MORAL

.. WHETHER WE REALIZE IT OR NOT

by Jon Dykstra

In a recent online article Hollywood
scriptwriter Doug Tennapel spent some
time outlining what it takes to write a good
movice script. The first step he outlines is a
surprising one - the best way to begin, he
says, ks by picking a moral for your story.

“Why does it have to be moral? Be-

cause a story without a moral isn’t

much of a story . . . unless you're in

France and you're trying to celebrate

that there is no such thing as moral

<+ v« Storics preach.”
Every fllm has a moral, he says, and he’s
one who knows. But do our kids know
that? Do they have the discemment to no
tice when a secular point of view Is being
preached at them through the silver screen?

Somctimes a movie's moral is so obwvi-
ous anyone can catch it. For example, in The

e
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CiderHouse Rules a doctor who won't per-
form abortions meets a poor young girl
who's pregnant from Incest. What moral
does the audience kearn by the end of the
film? That abortion is good. Hardly subtle,
but the presentation was compelling
enough to win the film multiple Oscars,
Movie morals are not always that ob-
vious. The kid’s film Brother Bear was
praised by many Christian movic reviewers
as a gentle family-friendly treat - it was,
after all, a Disney film, animated, hardly
violent, and clear of objectionable language.
But Tennapel summarizes the moral of
Brother Bear this way:
“The Indlan boy chooses to be a [ex-
pletive] BEAR at the end instead of a
human. You may not know it but the
author is preaching 10 you saying that
‘Indian mysticism or animism is a
valid worldview.™

In other words this film was very family-
friendly film except for its moral, The
Christian reviewers focused on the films
trappings, and ignored its core.

The moral is always there. Sometimes
it's overt, like in the cuthanasia promoting
Million Dollar Baby, in which a paralyzed
baxer asks her coach to Kill her: Sometimes
it is a bit more subtle, such as in the sci-fi
X-Men 111 where persecuted mutants defend
their minority rights by shouting out slo-
gans borrowed directly from homosexual
“rights” movement

But cither way, the moral is always
there, and more often than not the moral of
a film, even of a nice Gerated Disney film,
is not going to be “family-friendly” May
God grant us the discemment to see which
films truly do, and do not, honor Him, H
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In the late 1950°s, on the island of
Corfu, a Greek Orthodox priest woke up
one Sunday moming after a night of trou-
bled sheep. He woke up with a weight on his
heart which seemed to crushthe lust 1o
live right out of him. The weight which he
felt was guilt. The truth was that forty-
five-year-old Father John Costeletos, for
that was his name, had for some time been
having an affair with 2 woman who was a
member of his congregation, She was a
widow and her name was Theodord Pra,
Thic affair was well-known throughout the
small village of Kyprianades of which Fa-
ther Costeletos was supposed to be the spir-
itual head. Kyprianades was a tiny
community, comprising only some two

all individual souls entrusted to hiscare.

It was not only the people.of Kypri-
anades who were aghast at Father Costele-
108" audacity and sin - villagers and priests
in neighboring arcas were aware of his
breach of conduct also, Scrmons were
preached on the sanctity and purity of mar-
riage while at the same time the warning
words bewire of those who cornept the church
with bad morals, rang loud and dear from
the rafters of many churches.

The bell tolls

On this particular Sunday morning,
Father Costeletos was suddenly so weighed
down by his sin, that he felt he could not
continue in his current lifestyle, After he
dressed, he paced back and forth in his liv-
ing room for a long time. His hands

but the folds of his black robe. The sexion
tolled the bell, reminding him that the
people of Kyprianades were all assembling
together in the church next door, waiting
for him 1o come and preach to them. He
sighed deeply. His life could not continue
the way it was. He knew that. Women spit

Father Costeletos’
~ Impenitence

hundred and twenty people, but they were

clutched and unclutched, not in prayer, .

Have mercy on me, O God, according to
your steadfast love; acconding to your
abundant mercy blot out my
transgressions. Wiash mie thorowghly from
miy iniquuty ansd clease mie front my sin!
For I know mty transgressions, and nty
sin is ever before me. Against You, You
only have I sinned and dove wiat is evil
i your stalts, so that You may be justified
11 your wonds and blameless in your
Judgment. Behold | was browght forth in
nriguity and in sin did my mother
conceive me. Behold, You delight in truth
i the imward being, and You teach me
wisdomn fr the secret hoart. Purge me
witls hyssop, and [ shall be clean; wash
mie, and I shall be whiter than srow. Let
ne hear foy and gladness; iet the bones
that You have broken rejoice. Hide your
Jace from my sins, and blot out all my
frriquities. Creale in me a clean heart, O
God, and renew a right spinit within me.
Cas!t me not awiy from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to e the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.
Then I will 1each transgressors }our wans,
and stnners will retwern to You, Defiver me
JSroms blovd-guiliiness, 0 God, O God of
ey salwation, and my tongue will sing
alowd of your righteosesness. O Lord, open
ny lips, and my mowth will deckrre your
praise. For You will not delight in
sacrifice, or I wouldd give it; You will not
be pleased with a burmt offering. The
sacrifices of God are a broken spint; a
Brokers and contrite heart, 0 Gad, You
will rot despise. Do good 1o Zion in your
good pleastere; build up the walls of
Jerusalem; then will You delight i right
sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole
buernt offerings: then bulls will be offered
on your altar.

Psalm 51

At was time. Yes, it was time.

, ucd “is that she bore me a child. It was a

by Christine Farenhorst

on his shadow: children stopped play ing
and stared at him when he passed; and
men avoided his eye. He walked to the front
door, opened it and blinked at the sunlight.

_The congregation was just scttling in
when the priest appeared before them, He
was agitated and not a few who had re-
monstrated with him and who truly hoped
and prayed thelr pastor would come 10 re-
pentance, were actually glad 10 see the ob-
vious distress on John Costeletos” face, He
stoodd quietly in the front of the sanctuary
and, as if on command, it became deathly
quict in the church. And then tears began
to course down the priest’s face.They
streamed past his cheeks and fell onto his
robe and he began to sob audibly: And yet,
aside from the sobs, there was only the still-
ness in the sanctuary. And then John
Costeletos stopped weeping and began (o
speak.

Exposed

“I'have had an affaic”™ he began rather
abruptly, “and you all know 1 have had an
affair, with Theodora Pra.” He wiped his
faceand his black sleeve flapped about like

a crow’s wing.
“What you do not know,” he contin-

lintle giel.”

" Themothers in the pews pul!cd their
childrén closer. as if 1o shield them, while
keeping their eyes ghued on the priest’s face,

*1 was afraid,” John Costeletos went-
on, “Twanted to hide . . . nod wanted 1o get

rid of this fruit of sinyso I . .. so I strangled
the baby ... .~

There was an almost audible, commu-
nal intake of breath.

“¥e¢s,” he whispered on, but dearly so
that all heard, I sirangled her with my
own banids, But my hands were nol strong

enotgh.”
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Here he held up his hands high above
his head before dropping them to his side,
continuing his speech.

“So 1 used the belt from Theodora®s
cotton dress and wrapped it around the
babw’s neck until she was dead.”

No one said aword, The whole con-
gregation sat silent as if they had been
stnick dumb. They stared at the man whom
they had once loved - a man who had for
years been part of their village life. A hope-
lessness was fixed in Father Costeletos” eyes
and after a few scconds he stumbled to-
wards the door and fled outside. Sunlight
ance again blinded his eyes, and he fels it
exposed him all the more, Running back to
his own house, he went inside and disap-
peared. Shortly afterwards his congrega-
tion, stillin shock, followed him outside
and gathered around his home. Loud whis-
pers grew-into shouts of disbeliel, sorrow
and anger. The men huddled into a group,
gesticalating and pointing at the priest’s
door. The women and childeen stood in an-
other group.

Suddenly a window on the second
floor was flung open and John Costeletos
stood above them clasping a vial in his
hands. He threw it down into the group and
it landed on the ground, shattering info
picces = into so many picces that it could
never be glued wogether again,

“Take it together with
your gossip and your
disdain and your
condemnation!”

Whose sky Is this? Whose cloudy blaze

Has caught the upward of my gaze?

Whose infinite, eternal blue

Has caught the landscapes masters drew?

mmmu-

AL

“Take it!" he cried as he stood in the
window frame, “Take it togethér with your
gossip and your disdain and your condem-
nation! 1 care not anymore. I have taken
poison and am dying,”

At this point, several men ran into his
home, dashing up the stairs. But by the
time they reached Father Costeletos, be was
already unconscious and shortly after-
wards, he died

The hope of forgiveness

There is no doubt that Father John
Costeletos commirted a number of heinous
sins. He repented only of having been
found out and not at having sinned against
God, He sought understanding first of all
{rom.men rather than from his heavenly
Father, Would there have been forgiveness
for him, had he sought God’s forgiveness?
John Costeletos” final and worst mistake
was presuming that there was no hope
and no forgiveness. His understanding and
persanal knowledge of Scripture must have
been head knowledge and not heart knowl-
edge. His understanding, therefore, was
pitiful, Had he confessed, truly confessed
his sin and guilt before God, he might have
yel been a powerful witness to the truth
and mercy and glory of God. H
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I promised that 1 would address the
touchy subject of daughters playing sports,
and so I guess [ can't get out of it now: It is
all fine and good for sons to be subjected to
the discipline and competition of sports,
but what about our daughters? Is it healthy
for them to be competing? Here is myy de-
cided take on it: it all depends,

We are not raising our daughters to be
“fighters” the same way we are with our
sons, At the same time, self-discipline and
godly determination are great qualities for
women to have, Daughters can leam a lot
from sports. They can benefit from learn-
ing to push themsches, to work hard, and
10 be part of a team. Besides, physical ac-
tivity has benefits for everyone. Women can
enjoy the thrill of the race or the game like
anyone else. Still, we have to look at sports
for our daughters a little differently than
we do for our sons.

Women shouldnt be men, and vice
versa

The goal we have in mind in raising
sons is 10 inculcate masculinity. And we

Paughters in
sports

Women and men are different,
so they should play differently.

by Nancy Wilson

want our daughters to embrace a godly
femininity, not a worldly feminism, So
when parents consider sports for their
daughters, they ought to be thinking aboat
whether her participation will help de-
velop or hinder ber.

We are not raising our
o be

“fighters " the same way
we are with our sons.

Some sports are so completely mascu-
line that young women shouldn’t cven
think about participating, These certainly
include football, baseball, boxing and
hockey. And it is just plain pitiful to see a
woman force hersell onto a male team just
10 cause a stink and force the boys to play
with her. This is just a sad attempt for at-

tention. Once when my son played foorball
for a government high school (whike he at-
tended a local Christian school), the other
team had a girl suited up and standing on
the sidelines. My husband told my son, “If
she gets out on the fickl, don't go near her,
and don't tackle her. Just stand out of her
way." Tackling Is no way to treat a lady, even
if she is refusing to act like one,

But the next important thing to con-
sider is what kind of program is available.
For example, volleyball can be a great spost
for girls. But if the program is bent on treat-
ing the girls like they are bays, and they
are encouraging the girls to act like boys,
then [ wouldn't want my daughters partic-
ipating. But if the coaches are teaching girls
to play well and to play like ladics, it can be
a great experience. The same is true of bas-
ketball, softball, soccer, or track. If the girls
are trying to act tough and masculine, it is
deadly, But if they are enjoying the game
and leaming 10 work as a team, this can be
working with the grain, teaching them o
be feminine and beautiful as they handle
the ball or hit it over the net. When our
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daughier played basketball for her Christ-
ian school, the team all wore blue ribbons
in their hair as a feminine statement that
they were not trying to act or look or play
like boys, And they were good, They didn't
trash talk or play dirty. They were taught to
play like Christian women.

Positive character traits

So if the sport ftselfl is not masculine
in nature, and if the program is deliber-
ately striving to promole feminine virtue,
then it can be a great blessing to young
girls. But there are still pitfalls, Boys need to
get hit and leamn to take it, but girls need se-
curity and love. When insccure girls play
sports, they are more susceptible to the
tempiations to try to become masculine.
They may be looking for attention and af-
firmation from the sport when they really
need it from their dads and their moms.,
They may “feel™ unfeminine, so they grave
itate to sports where they don’t have to be
feminine, This means that wise parents will
coscly monitor their daughters while they
participate in sports. And if they begin to
show signs of becoming “macho” or un-
feminine, they should consider pulling
them out,

I have seen the discipline of sports
teach girls 1o be better stewards of their
time, thus causing their studies 10 improve,
Some exposure 1o sports can give our
daughters confidence and make them
“well-rounded” in their education. My
daughter especially recommends volleyball
for Christian girls because it is a team sport
that can include lots of people, of all ages,
and is a great activity for church picnics.

And team sports are revealing when it
comes to Lesting a daughter’s character. She

Questions for discussion

1. Would non-Christians like this
article? Why or why not? Should
we agree with their reasons?

2. Do you think boxing, baseball,

football and hockey are completely

masculine sports? Are there sports
women shouldn’t play and are
there sports men shouldn't play?

3. The author gives several other
examples of how women can be
feminine in sports; by choosing 1o
play softball instead of bascball by
wearing modest dothing and
perhaps ribbons in their hair and
by avoiding dirty play or trash talk.
What do you think of these
examples = do you agree with all of
them/any of them? Can you think
of ways girls can be feminine while
playing sports?

4. What is the author’s main point?

Do you agree? God has given men
and women different roles, but are
the gender’s different roles
something that has implications for
the sports field?

5. Do any of our Christian school
sports encourage girks 1o act
masculine? If so, how so, and what
could be changed?

has to think fast, look out for others, fol-
Jow directions, and develop skill. This is all
good, and none of this is contrary 1o a bib-
lical femininity.

Uniforms

Of course 1 have to say something
about uniforms and modesty. Christians
ought to insist on dressing modestly. That
means we shouldn’t be wearing tank tops
with huge armholes and sports bras un-
dermeath, Neither should they be wearing
what are called butt-huggers, It doesn’t
matter if the other team is wearing skimpy
outfits. Christians ought to refuse to par-
ticipate in a sport where they will have to
compromise in this area. A girls’ team can
be dressed appropriately and modestly,
even if it is no longer “cool™ 10 do so. And
this doeso't mean wearing knee-length cu-
lottes, (or any length culottes for that mat-
ter), Volleyball and track teams are now
wearing virtual swimsuits as uniforms,
and it just isn't necessary. You can’t tell me
that they really can play better or run faster
in less clothing. It’s about making the
slower women's sposts more interesting to
watch. Male volleyball players don’t seem
100 hampered by actual shorts.

Sports are not evil in themselves. But
bad coaches can make for a miscrable ex-
perience, I your daughter is in a sport,
know the coaches, be at the games, and
know how your daughter is doing. She cer-
tainly shouldnt be forced into playing a
sport if she isn’t inclined to do so. But if
she wants to play, parents ought not hin-
der her for the wrong reasons,

Reprinted with permission from Credenda
Agenda, Volumre 1671,
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Very few athelsts read Reformed Per-
spective, Tt's a shame really, because there’s
a lot of really good material in here they
could benefit from. But despite that, they
just don’t subscribe,

While it would be wonderful if athe-
Ists, agnostics, and other unbelicvers ook
out RP subscriptions, or started secking al-
ter the Lord in other ways, by either coming
1o our churches or by seeking out Christians
to answer what questions they might have,
it just doesn’t seem to happen often. There
are people out there with questions - ques-
tions we have the answers to - bat
they don't seem 1o find us, and we
don’t seem to bump into them.

That's in part due to the
blessings God has showered on so
many of us; we attend a Christian
church, and cither go to a Christ-
lan school or work In a Christian
workplace, and when we relax we
interact with Christian friends
and family. Some of us hardly ever
meet unbelievers.

That's why it can be quite a
good idea o seck out such inter-
actions, and there are many ways
we can all do this. We can intro-
duce ourselves 1o our neighbaors,
join the local Toastmasters, get
involved in politics, voluntecr at a
street mission . . . the possibilities
are endless,

That's wivere we can do it, but
how do we do it? How do you go
about talking with an atheist?
Over the last few months I've
been interacting with atheists, ag-
nostics and even the occasional
Christian on an Internet forum

Yahoo! Answers has both sincere
questioners, and fools who say in
thelr heart (and then type on their
loptop) “There is no God™

(Psalm 14:/a).

Do not answer a fool
according to his folly,
lest you be like him yourself

Proverhs 26:4

Answer a fool according to
his folly, lest he be wise
in his own eves.

Proverhs 26:5
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called Yakoo! Answers (Www.answers.ya-
hoo.com), The forum is huge, with more
than 12 million users asking and answering
questions about everything from “How do
I program my VCR?” to “What's the mean-
ing of Life?” 1 mostly stick to the “Religion
and Spirituality” section, where the ques-
tions tend toward the decper end of things.
Some questions are sincere, some are blas-
phemous and some are just funny - one
inquirer wanied to know why so many peo-
ple in the Religion and Spirituality section
had a problem with people from Armenia
Over the last few months Fve
found out there are some very def-
inite do’s and do nots to remem-
ber when interacting with
unbelievers who have questions.

1) Do/Do not answer a fool

At first glance Proverbs 26:4
scems to contradict the verse that
follows right after it

“Do not answer a fool accord-
ing to his folly, lest you be like
him yourself. Answer a fool ac-
cording to his folly, lest he be
wise in his own cyes.”
But when it comes to interacting
with athelsts, these two verses
make perfect sense, Atheists are
people who don’t just doubt God's
existence, but actually insist they
know there is no god, They see the
world around them, and some-
how manage to miss the wonder
of it all - they overlook the evi-
dence of God's creative genius.
They are, in short, foals,

And on Yahoo! Answers they
ask a lot of foolish questions.
Some, like the oncs that follow,
obviously don't deserve a response
and, as Proverbs 26:4 points out, if
we even attempt to answer them,
we're only going 1o be acting just
as foolish,
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* “What was the name of that guy who was
betrayed by Judas?”

* “Does religion cause Schizophrenia?”

* “How many sins do [ get to commit be-
fore I g0 10 hell? What's the maximum?”

* “Is theye a proper throwing technique for
stoning people?”

However in other cases a foolish question

needs to be answered so that the foolish-

ness of the self-congratulatory questioner

Aren’t Christians supposed to avoid judging?

...and other Yahoo questions that have been
answered in Reformed Perspective

A lot of the religious topics dealt with in aloo! Armswers are the same sort of top-
ics we deal with in Roformad Perspective (it really is too bad more atheists don’t sub-
scribe). The questions below are a few of the more common and popular questions on
the site. These have all been asked in the last few months and the odds are they. or

something very similar, will be asked again soon.
Hate mom and dad?

Q: "How do Christians deal with this? Jesus says this in the “Bible: “If anyone
comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his
brothers and sisters - yes, even his own life - he cannot be my disciple’ Luke 14:26.°

A: “I'm so hungry I could cat a horse.” Hyperbole - exaggeration for effect - is
uscd throughout the Bible, just as we do in day-to-day life (like in the phrase
above). Jesus is using hyperbole here, and his point is dear - we have to love God
far more than our parents.”

Sabbath rest

Q: “What logic allows good church-going people to pay for others to work for
them on Sunday? What 1 do not understand is how some are able to justify going
out to cat, going grocery shopping. and other such everyday things ON SUNDAY for
is this not paying others to contradict the very religion the person on these outings
holds so dear? What message is being sent here?”

A: Question pretty much makes the point.

Do not judge?

Q: "Why are Christians some of the most judgmental people in the world? 1
thought that was the opposite of what Jesus wanted. Didn’t Jesus hang out with
the sinners and the ‘bad” crowd. Why are these holy rollers so anti-everything? Live
and ket five. Let God be the judge.”

A: “What the Bible actually says is don’t judge, lest you be judged by the same
standard you judge others with (Matthew 7:1-2). In other words, it warns against
hypocrisy = condemning someone for the very same thing that you are doing. An
example would be condemning a whole group of people - Christians - for being judg-
mental, even while you are being judgmental about them.™

can be exposed. For exampie, when Ruth
Graham, the wife of well-known evange-
list Billy Graham, died this past month, one
questioner celebrated her death because
she hated Mrs. Graham's husband:
“Did you see in today’s news where
the wife of another huge evangelical
hater died today? Ruth Graham died
today, the wife of evangelist Billy Gra-
ham - a man who openly hated mil-
lions of people.”
While I'm not a Billy Graham fan - as the
years have gone by his preaching has be-
come less and bess orthodox - this woman
was attacking Graham on those arcas in
which he was orthodox, including, it
seemed, his stance against homosexuality.
So her question prompted a retum question:
“I love how you link to an article that
describes Ruth Graham as ‘the loveli-
est, kindest person ever bom” and then
£0 on to talk about how horrible her
husband is. You won't get the irony of
course = the Grahams may have fed
the hungry, clothed the naked, and
comforted the sick, but as long as they
think homoscxuality is wrong, they
are simply haters, right?”
The mistake oo many Christians make on
Kirhoo! Areswers is to answer insincere ques-
tions sincerely. “Christians, can you walk
and chew gum at the same time?” will get
camest replics from people who want to re-
assure the questioner that some Christians
are actually smart, and several have even
been known to have advanced degrees!
These two verses in Proverbs spell ow
what we must do when we encounter fool-
ish questions: cither mock the mocker, or

ignore him.
2) Do be ready/Don't speak unless
you are

When dealing with honest enquirers,
rather than fools, another two apparently
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contradictory verses give good direction on

how we should answer. These two verses

are not side-by-side: one is a very famous

“apologetic™ verse from the New Testament

and the second is another piece of 1actical

advice from Proverbs.

*  “But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts, and always be ready to give a
defense to everyone who asks you a
reason for the hope that is in you, yet
with gentleness and reverence ., . .”
1 Peter 3:15

*  “Itis not good to have zeal without
knowledge, nor to be hasty and miss
the way." Proverbs 19:2

On the one hand we are called 1o be ready

10 answer anyone who wants to ask about

God or about what He has done for us. On

the other hand, we are told that it isn’t

enough just to be willing to answer - we
have to actually have some knowledge to
pass on.

So when, for example, someone asked

a question about abortion - a topic 1 had

written on in the past - I was very ready.

The lady wanted to know:

“Christians; How much money do you
contribute to the pre and post natal
care for women who bave unwanted
Kids?™

Some respondents noted that many Chris-

tians do donate. I made a different, and 1

think more important, point:

“Does a Christian’s willingness, or un-
willingness to spend cash on pre or
post natal care affect whether the un-
born child is a human being? No it
doesn’t. It is ¢ither a human being
and deserves the same protection all
human beings do, or it ain’t and does-
n't, and that has nothing to do with
how Christians spend their money.
There’s only one relevant question in
the abortion debate: is the unbom hu-
man?*
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Tactical tips for
answering Yahoos

Viahoo! Answers (wwmwm ya-

'boo.commaunmeonlinem

munity of more than 10 million

,mltmm&mdan-

swer questions from other users. 1f

'mmm«mmmm

bmmatewmdoltbumm

specific to the site:

1. Answer swiftly: Most ques-
tions are answered by a dozen or

more people, so if you answer

quickly, your answer will be near the

‘top of everything where it is more

likely to be read. don't take

more than 5 minutes logewoux-
~answer in.

2. Answer succinctly: Most
answers are only a hundred or so
words. If your answer is too long, it
Isn‘mmuytobemd

3. Answer slmplr Some
mmammm
ldeonbom(:hﬂnhnltynmbe
tempting to try to address each and
every one. But if you do your an-

“swer will be too long and oo slow,

and won't be read. So focus on just
onepauneulpoh!.mdm&

and trust that the Loed will give you
another opportunity in the future

10 address the other wrong ideas.

I've done some study on abortion so I had
the knowledge necessary to answer this
question. But quite a number of Christians
on the Yakoo! Answers site tackle topics they
know nothing about. For example, many
have a zealous belief in creationism and try
to expose the foolishness of evolution by
asking things like: "If we evolved from
apes, why are there still apes?” This is an ig-
norant question that evolutionists answer
with case. Why are there still apes? Because
no one thinks we evolved from apes - evo-
lutionists think we came from “ape-like”
creatures that are a common ancestor 1o
both man and ape.

Every few days this particular ques-
tion, or something similar, gets asked. So
every few days evolutionists get to con-
gratulate themselves on just how smart
they are and just how dumb creationists
are. That's what happens when zeal is not

accompanied by knowledge.
How does this work in real life?

The Yahoo! Answers group offers a lux-
ury that isn’t available in most other situa-
tions - a Christian can pick what questions
they want to answer and ignore ones they
find difficult. While a face-t1o0-face en-
counter is not going to work the same way,
this tactical advice is still applicable. Be
ready to answer, but if you aren’t, don’t
just plow ahead in ignorance - zcal with-
out understanding is of no use 1o anyone.
I you're hit with a question you don't have
a ready answer to, admit as much and, if
the question s sincere, ask if you can get
back to them on it after you've had some
time 1o study.

So mock the fool, or ignore him, and
when faced with a sincere question, be
ready, study, and honor God with your
heart, but also your mind. And if you aren’t
ready, don’t fake it

It's not casy, but it is that simple.
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AND THE BIRTH
OF CONSERVATIVE
(CHRISTIAN
ACTIVISM IN
CANADA

AA famym »
by Michoel Waener

Rev. Ken Campbell started it all; he
was the father of conservative Christian
activism in Canada,

For many years he was a prominent
Baptist evangelist, but in 1974 he was
confronted with the liberalism that was
engulfing public education - the high
school some of his children were attend-
ing began including some immeoral lit-
crature among its recommended
reading. and homosexual rights activists
were being given opportunities to pro-
mote their lifestyle to the students. The
secular humanism of public education
was now touching his own family.

It was at this point (as he relates in
his book Tempest in a Teaper) that Camp-
bell realized that for an evangelist “t1o
cvade the soclal implications of the
Gospel which he preaches as they relate
to his parental and citizen responsibili-
tics, is to deny the Gospel which he
preaches.” And this applied directly 10
himsell: “1 have no business preaching
to anyone anywhere if 1 am unwilling
to be all that a Christian father and citi-
zen ought 1o be in his home and com-
munity.” Campbell therefore vowed 1o
God that he would deal with the “edu-

cational crisis” facing his family.

To make a long story short, Camp-
bell organized a “Renaissance™ commit-
tee of local citizens in Halton, Ontario, to
push for conservative-oriented changes
In the local schools, and he withheld
the educational portion of his property
Laxes as a protest against the objection-
able policies. His committee and protest
had a big impact on the local school
board, and the board agreed 10 make
many of the changes Campbell desired.
Thus he resumed payment of his taxes.

Rather than pack up after this suc-
cess, Campbell’s Renaissance Commit-
tee labored on, opposing the presence
of immoral literature in public schools
and compulsory sex education, while
promoting educational choice. And

CRUSADERS: THE THIRD IN A SERIES OF PROFILES OF NOTABLE (CUANADIANS

P Jemecmd Dy TN b

Campbell pulled his own five children
out of the public schools and sent them
to private Christian schools.

In time, Renakssance expanded into
a national organization. Thus Ken
Campbell’s forays into activism at a mu-
nicipal level led to his launch into
broader political activism.

Anita Bryant rallies

In 1978 Renaissance sponsored a
cross-country speaking tour by Anita
Bryant. An American celebrity, Bryant
had become prominent in conservative
Christian circles by actively opposing
the homosexual rights movement in the
USA. Campbell was impressed by her
willingness to stand up for her Christian
beliefs despite jeopardizing her career.
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Campbell organized Anita Bryant
rallics in cities across Canada. They were
well attended, often attracting thou-
sands of people. Each rally also attracted
anti-Bryant protestors,

Due to Bryant’s popularity in the
USA, homoscxual activists in Canada
anticipated that her campaign against
homosexual rights would come to
Canada as well. Thus in 1977 the Coali-
tion to Stop Anita Bryant was formed in
Toronto. Tom Warner, a homoscxual
rights activist, relates the following
events in his book Never Going Back: A
History of Quicer Activism in Canada:

“When Bryant's Canadian visits

finally occurred, front-page head-

lines and lead-story billing on tele-
vision, along with sympathetic
opinion columns and feature inter-
views, made them a huge news
story. Scizing the opportunity, the
Coalition to Stop Anita Bryant, on
the evening before her first Toronto
appearance, held a lively rally after
which cight hundred people
marched up Yonge Street ~ Canada’s
largest gay and lesblan rights
demonstration up until that time,

A sccond demonstration was held

the next day, in front of the church

at which Bryant was speaking.”

The Body Politic

Shortly before Bryant's appearance
in Toronto, in December 1977, the offices
of the homosexual periodical, The Body
Politie, were ralded by Toronto police,
Three officials of the periodical were
charged with using the mail to distribute
“immoral, indecent, and scurrilous™ ma-
terial due to an article it carried entitled
“Men Loving Boys Loving Men.™ As one
might gather from the title, it was be-
lieved the article encouraged pedophilia,

Eventually, after two trials, both of
which resulted in acquittals, the case
was dropped. However, in the first trial,
which teok place in January 1979, Ken
Campbell appearcd as a Crown witness,
This was duc to his high public profile
on the homosexual rights issue. During
the trial, Toronto Mayor John Sewell
spoke at a rally in support of The Body
Politic. Campbell was appalled by
Sewell’s open support for The Bady Politic,
and made an issue of the mayor’s posi-

tion on the Christian TV program, 100
Huntley Street. The phone number of
the mayor’s office was given on the
screen as the issue was discussed, and
the mayor’s office received a large num-
ber of calls, as did 100 Huntley Street.

Toronto election impact

In January 1980, Campbell held a
rally at the Toronto City Hall which was
attended by hundreds of people. Later
that year Toronto’s municipal clection
campaign began, with Mayor Sewell
endorsing the candidacy of George His-
lop, 4 prominent gay activist, for a seat
on city council. Gay rights became a
major component of the election, and
both Sewell and Hislop were defeated.

. . . e was then able to

sert o Morgentoler’s
abortuary.

Conservative Christians, most no-
tably Ken Campbell himself, played a
leading role in this clection campaign,
As Wamner again relates,

“Renaissance International alone

distributed 100,000 copies of a

tabloid, urging the defeat of Sewell

and other municipal election can-
didates seen as being supportive of
gay and lesbian rights. The day be-
fore the election, Renaissance pub-
lished a two-page advertisement in
the Toronto Sun attacking the gay
community and calling for a vote
for Toronto the Good.”

It was commonly reported at the time

that the "gay issue™ sunk Sewell’s re-

clection campaign.

Ten days after the election, Camp-
bell received a letter from Revenue
Canada indicating that Renaissance’s
religious charity status would be re-
voked. Renaissance was a registered re-
liglous charity, but had been quite active
in the clection, especially in the produc-
tion of the tabloid and the Toromio Sun

advertisement. In November 1982, after
a legal fight that cost $20,000, Renais-
sance’s charity status was restored on
procedural grounds, i.c., Campbell had
not received a proper hearing.

Pro-life activism

Campbell’s next major foray was
into pro-life activism. In late 1984
Canada’s most notorious abortionist,
Henry Morgentaler, was acquitted in
one of his many court cases. Campbell
was very upset by the acquittal, and as
a result he formed the organization
Choosc Life Canada, which was then
able to lease an office right next 1o Mor-
gentaler’s abortuary in Toronto. The of-
ficc was named "The Way Inn.*
Campbell provides considerable detail of
his pro-life activitics in his book 5 Years
Rescuing at "the Gates of Hell™,

After Canada’s abortion law was
struck down by the Supreme Court in
1988, Campbell’s pro-life activism be-
came more radical. In January 1989, he
sponsored a Canadian visit by Randall
Terry, the leader of Operation Rescue.
Operation Rescue advocated non-violent
civil disobedience in the form of having
activists block the entrances 10 abortu-
aries with their bodies. Usually they
would then be removed by police and ar-
rested. Later that same month, Camp-
bell participated in a “rescue” at the
Morgentaler abortuary, and was arrested
along with numerous other “rescuers.”

As a result of the rescue, a court in-
Junction was imposed forbidding pro-
lifc protests within 500 feet of
Morgentaler’s facility. Thus The Way Inn
was compelled to close.

Campbell continued his Christian
activism until his death in August 2006,
However, he was less prominent as new
leaders and organizations emerged de-
fending the pro-life and pro-family
cause. But he did have a run-in with
the Ontario and B.C. Human Rights
Commissions beginning in 1998 (an ac-
count of this incident can be found in
the article “Campbell is out of Commis-
sion,” Reformed Perspective, November
2004), Campbell was very pleased that
a new generation of conservative Chris-
tian activists, such as Tristan Em-
manuel, had picked up the torch he lit
30 years carlier.

REFORMED PERSPECTIVE



Our kids seem to be born already
knowing how to work a mouse, down-
load files, and “log on.” But as much as
our children know about computers,
they aren’t ver wise... they have com-
puter know-how but they don’t have the
wisdom to always put that know-how to
safe and productive use,

In other words, our children still
need us - parents who may not even
know how to turn on a computer - to
teach them how to properly use com-
puters. These are grand technologics,
but they do have their dark side and
our kids need us by their side guiding
them, Imparting our wisdom, and keep-
ing them safe,

To do that, however, many of the
older generation will need to get a litde
more computer-savvy. You don’t need to
know as much about computers as your
kids do, but if you're going to act as their
wise guide you will have to know a lit-
tle more than just how to hit the “on"
button. This article is a good beginning,
We're going to go over some basic con-
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cepts, focusing on two Key areas where

kids need the most guidance online

1. how kids can Protect themselves

2. how they should give proper Respect 1o
others online

PROTECT

Kids need to know how 1o protect
themselves, and the computer they are
using. One key necessity for any com-
puter hooked up to the Internet is ci-
ther a good Internct filter (to keep
children from accidentally coming
across pormography) or monitoring soft-
ware (to report on them to mom or dad
if they purposely seek it out). | dealt
with this in an earlicr article, Saving them
Jrom: the Intermet’s sleazy side (May 2003),
so this time we'll deal with other, more
subtle concerns.

we'll start with some basics that
your children may not completely un-
derstand, so they are worth reviewing,
To properly protect your computer you
need to:

o Install a firewall and anti-virus oftware -
These are musts, and you shouldn’t
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operate a computer until you know
all about these two security features.
Download security patches for all your
software - To be secure your software
has to be up to date

Beware of any suspicious email or attach-
ments - Computer viruses are often
transmitted via email attachments,
s0 it's important to use your anti-
virus software to scan email attach-
ments before opening them., Even
emails from friends can be infected,
without the sender being aware of it,
Never download softwatre withou! talking
o nrom or dad - Your Kids' overconfi-
dence can kil your computer - they
think they know what they are do-
ing, but if they download a program
from a website that isnt trustwor-
thy, they can infect your computer
with spyware or viruses

Back up your computer regulariy - In-
cvitably your children will do some-
thing that messes up things on your
computer, Minimize the potential
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damage by regularly backing up cru-

cial files.
Protect your child’s safety and
privacy

Blogs, message boards, MySpace.com

pages. chat rooms - they're all public
places and Kids may not understand that
what they post up on these sites can be
read by anvone. So it's important 1o im-
press on your child that they should not
20 public with their private information,
*  Don't share information that you would.

't wand strangers 10 know ~ For obvious

Our kids seem 1o be born
already knowing how to

work @ mouse.

reasons children shouldn't be posting
any identifiable information like
their last name, phone number, ad-
dress, or school name. Kids often
don’t realize that posting information
about their favorite sports team,
hangout or local mall is the sort of in-
formation which can also be used o
identify them - It°s up to parents o
make this clear.

* Ask before sharing photos - Children

should always check with their par-
ents before posting photos online. It's
one thing to post a photo to a family

website but it Is obviously another
thing completely for your child to
send a picture of themselves 1o some-
one you don’t know,

Don't trust strangers ~ People lic online
- it"s ¢asy to do, because it's casy 10
be anonymous online. So our Kids
have 1o be warned not to believe
everything they read online, or trust
people they meet online, especially if
that person wants to find out a whole
bunch of information about them.
And, this is a huge one, kids should
never arrange to meet “friends™ they
only know from the Internet.

Deal with cyber-bullies - Parents re-
member bullies from their younger
days, but today’s bully - the cyber-
bully - can tease and taunt your child
via email or instant messages, or even
through postings in chat rooms. Ma-
licious gossip, done with a technolog-
ical twist, can now reach more people
quicker than ever. Flaming - harass-
ing someone by repeatedly sending
them insulting/hateful messages - is
very common, and sometimes kids
can even have their online identities
hijacked by a bully who finds out
their password, He can then make
their life miserable by posting mean
message while pretending to b your
son or daughter. So how do we beat

Tech Terms

Some of the terms used in this article are a bit “techy.” For the
rest of us, here’s a short dictionary of the more important
technical terms used.

Blogs often act as online personal journals that anyone can
read. They usually get updated weekly or even daily, and the
entries appear in chronological order. Also called a Weblog.

Chat room:

A place on the Internet where a person can meet and carry on
a conversation with one or more people, by typing messages
back and forth.

Internet filter:

This program prevents a computer from accessing certain
websites that are known to have objectionable material (pomn,
hate, violence, etc.) - it "filters out™ some of the Internet’s filth.
These filters are far from foolproof - some bad stuff will suill

make it through, and some good stuff could be accidentally
blocked ~ but they are still a very good way to minimize the
objectionable material your children will see while surfing the
Internet. Some good filters to check out are www hedge.org,
www.bsafehome.com and www.integrity.com,

Monitoring software:

This program doesnt filter out filth, but it does records all the
websites a computer visits, and reports those visits to an
“accountability partner” - in effect, it is a way 10 always be
looking over vour children’s shoulders while they surf. A
good one can be found at www.covenanteyes.com.

MySpace.com:

A “social networking™ website that allows people to interact
with onc another by sharing their personal profiles, posting
blogs, and sharing photos, music and videos with over 100
million other MySpace users worldwide. Facebook.com is
another popular similar site.

Spam:
Unsolicited bulk emails, the emall equivalent of junk mail

AEFORMED PERSPECTIVE




the cyber-bullies? Our children have

to be taught 1o:

~  Never respond or retalfate - Bullies al-
ways want a reaction. So if some-
one sends you a mean or insulting
email, and you never respond,
they're likely to get bored and go
look for more responsive targets,
Don’t even open messages from
bullies, block his emails, and if
you meet a bully in cyberspace,
leave that online environment,
You can’t be bullied if you can’t be
reached. Children should also re-
member to tell a parent if they
feel threatened.,
Get active offline = An active "of-
Mline™ life - life in the real world ~
is the best defense against online
bullying. An online bully can’t
push around a child who is busy
offline skateboarding, building
forts and spending time with fam-
ily and friends.

o Pick good passwords - Picking a good
password is a key to online privacy.
Kids often have ridiculously casy
passwords to guess: “12345" or their
birthday, phone number, or nick-
name. Work with them to come up
with something they can remember
without having to write it down, but
something that is a difficult-to-gucess
mix of letters and numbers. It's also
worth spending some time impress-
ing on your child that their password
is supposed to be a secret - one they
won’t share even with their friends.

Protect your child’s inbox

It's getting harder and harder to
avold spam these days and most of it is
definitely not material we want our chil-
dren reading. What follows are a few
steps you can take to cut down on the
spam they will get (also see
http:/spam.abuse.net).

*  Pick an wrmuswal email address - 1f your
children get email addresses from
any web-based email service (Hot-
mail, Gmail, c1c.) they’ll have spam
in their inbox within hours of open-
ing up their email account. Spam-
mers take guesses at email addresses
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Sobering statistics

Last May the American-based
National Center for Missing &
Exploited Children conducted a
survey of American teens aged
13-17. The survey looked into the
safety of their online behavior
(wwwanetsmartz.org). Now
hopefully our kids are a little
smarter, but do we know that they
arc? The study found:

* 61%of 13 to 17-year-olds have
a personal profile on a websites

* 50% of this group have posted
pictures of themselves online.

33% reported that their parents
know “very littke”™ or "nothing”™
about what they do on the
Internet.

22% say their parenis have
never discussed Internet safety
with them.

30% considered meeting
someone they've only
communicated with online.
14% actually have

71% reported receiving
messages online from someone
they don’t know.

40% of this group usually reply
to and chat with that person,

45% have been asked for
personal information by
someone they don’t know,

so ordinary oncs, like jsmith@what-
evercom will get loads of spam long
before a more unusual address like
shoe-#22-bluc@whatever.com.

Keep your address a secret = Obviously
your children are going 10 want 1o tell
their friends their email address -
what’s the point in having one oth-
crwise? - but they shouldn’t post it
online anywhere, Spammers collect
email addresses using “spambot”
computer programs that visit mil-
lions of websites Jooking for anything
with an @ symbol in it. If your chil-
dren’s email addresses are on a web-

site anywhere on the Internet they’ll
soon start getting lots of spam.

Use a spam filter - Most Internet ser-
vice providers have “spam filters™ -
these intercept spam, filter it out of
your incoming emails, and then usu-
ally delete it, These filters aren’t 100
per cent effective, and may some-
times filter out messages you actually
want, but they are getting better and
can reduce the amount of spam your
children receive by 95% or more. If
you want to be sure your children
don’t get any spam the one sure solu-
tion is to use what's called a “white-
list” spam filter. Rather than
“black-listing™ emails that seem to be
from spammers, these filters will only
accept emails from people you've put
on your approved list (your white-
list). All other emails are climinated,
so your child will never get unso-
licited emails. More and more email
programs are coming with white-list
filters so when you're buying an email
program, check that it has this fea-
ture, Spam filters don’t take much
time to set up, but if you haven't
heard of them before your best bet is
phoning your most compuler savvy
friend and asking them for some help
setting this up.

RESPECT

Once you've made sure your child
is safe online it"s important they learn
proper online behavior, Parents have 1o
teach their Kids how 1o behave in public,
and the Internet is a public place with its
own special rules and etiquette.

Respect other people’s feelings
Sitting at a keyboard, children (and
adults too) often forget that the message
they are sending off is going to a real live
person, not a computer, and that person
has feelings that can be hurt. So . . ..

o Think twice before you send or post any-
thing - Kids can be cruel, so impress on
them they should never send any-
thing while they’re angry. It's impor-
tant they take a moment to think
before they send any emails, because
the moment they hit “send” they can't
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Our children still need us — parents
who may not even know how to turn 3
on a computer - to teach them how <

to properly use computers.

take it back. And few children under-
stand that anything they post on the
Internet is there to stay - old websites
or blog entries live on In computers
which are archiving the whole Inter-
net (www.archive.orgieb/web.php).
So they shouldn't post or write any-
thing on the Internet that they might
someday want to take back.

Try to ¢ clear - Children don't always
understand how important body lan-
guage can be to understanding and so
they won't understand how a joke
that might be funny in person can be
misinterpreted as insulting when it is
emailed. We need to explain it to
them and emphasize the need to be
carcful when they write so that they
won't be misunderstood. And since it
is casy to be misunderstoxd, children
should also be taught the quickest,
surest way to resolve misunderstand-
ings - they need to be both ready to
apologize and ready to forgive.

Respect other peoples’ time and

privacy

The Internet makes it casier to stay
in contact with friends and family but it
also means we can be overwhelmed
with email if our friends and family
don’t practice a little restraint. So we
need 1o weach our Kids a little restraint,

And we need to show them some ways

they can help respect other people’s pri-

Vacy.

* Think before forwarding emails — Chain-
letter emails abound, and most of
them are fake cries for help. So if your
child receives an urgent “pass this
on” emall, teach them to double-
check it first before sending it on,
Urban legend/ hoax websites like
Snopes.com are a good way to check
whether an email &s true or not (but
be careful, these sites can have some
risqué material). Your children
should be sure they aren’t passing
on lies to their friends,

B¢ 13 the best = When you're sending
out a group email, remember, not

everyone on the list may want every-
one clse on the list to know their
email address. So you can be consid-
crate of others’ feelings by always
using the Bee - blind carbon copy -
option and hiding ¢veryone's email
addresses

CONCLUSION

While it is very important to keep
abreast of things, there is one thing that
Is even more important than knowing
about email, chat rooms and blogs: we
have to ensure our children know they
can always come to us with their prob-
lems, Moms and dads will not be able
to keep up with alf the newest technolo-
gies, but we can keep up with how our
kids are doing. Whether it’s online or
off, they need to know they can come to
us with their concerns,.. and even con-
fessions. We can’t teach them much if
they don’t care to, or are too scared to
Come Lo us,

As the Internct develops and
changes, it is going to be tough 10 keep
up... but we do need 10 make the effort.
We don’t have to know it all, but we do
nced to have an inkling so we'll be able to
tailor our grey-headed wisdom to the new
situations our children are encountering.
May God grant all parents the patience
and mental flexibility they'll need to keep
on leaming these "new tricks.” “
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Anniversaries worth celebrating

Try as they might, evolutionists can't improve on the Linnaeus taxonomy

Almost every year is an anniversary
of some significant event or other, but
2007 and 2008 are particularly special
for biologists. This year we celebrate the
300*" anniversary of the birth of Carl
Linnacus, and next year we celebrate
the 250'™ anniversary of his ground
breaking system for naming and catego-
rizing plants and animals.

Prior to the time of Linnacus, natu-
ralists had a terrible time dealing with
the creation’s incredible biodiversity (va-
riety of oyganisms). They even had prob-
lems trying to discover what name, if
any, had been applicd to a given organ-
ism. Linnacus developed a system that
climinated the chaos. To this day, we
have enjoyed the results of his efforts.

Unfortunately however, evolution-
ary attitudes are driving us back toward
uncertainty about names and groupings
of organisms. One might suppose that a
system which has served us so well for
s0 long, would be retained. Unfortu-
nately cvolutionary objectives trump
practicality.

A little history

Carl Linnacus was born on May 23,
1707 1o Swedish parents. His father was
a Lutheran minister and his mother,
only 18 when he was born, was the
daughter of a minister. Carl grew up in
a family that loved plants, Indeed his fa-
ther was an amateur botanist and en-
thusiastic gardener, Not surprisingly, the
young Carl grew up not only a sincere
Christian, but also with a great love for,
and curiosity about nature. At age 25 he
spent five months in Lapland studying
the flora and fauna of the region. Three
years later he went to the Netherlands to
study medicine. During that time, Lin-
nacus had access to an impressive col-
lection of tropical plants on the estate,
near Haarlem, of George Clifford, a di-
rector of the Dutch East India Company.
These ravels constituted Linnacus” ex-
posure 1o the diversity of organisms,

by Margaret Helder

After that he returned to Sweden to
teach, raise a family, to think and to
write. For information on the diversity
of organisms in distant regions of the
globe, he relied on correspondence with
other naturalists,

Unnaeus developed a
system that eliminated
the chaos.

Linnacus was curious and cager for
descriptions of new organisms, particu-
larly plants. He was a collector of infor-
mation, He had a reason for this passion
for information. He believed that God
had created all organisms according to
a plan, and if man could discern it, we
would know something of God’s logic
in creating the living kinds.

Thus Linnacus first set out to pro-
pose categories of organisms which
would be logical and nawural (true
groups), reflecting God’s creative plan.,

Secondly Linnacus sought to find a user-
friendly system for naming organisms
and for retrieving those names,

Groups inside groups

Linnacus belicved that an organ-
ism which is assigned 1o a group, should
share a sct of characteristics with other
organisms in the group. For example:

* Kingdom - Any plant can be
grouped in the Kingdom “plants™. We
expect then that like other plants, it is
rooted and photosynthesizes in sun-
light to manufacture food.

* Phylum - Similarly we can subdi-
vide plants into divisions such as
ferns, horsctails, club mosses, gym-
nosperms (conifers) and flowering
plants, among others.

* Class - We might then separate the
flowering plants (which produce
seeds in fruits) into classes of mono-
cots and dicots, Monocots have
flower parts usually in multiples of
three, veins in leaves arranged in a
parallel rather than in a branching
pattern, and stems which lack any
secondary (wondy) thickening,

¢ Order - The class monocots can then
be divided into orders such as Orchi-
dales (orchids), Liliales (lilies),
Graminales (grasses and grains), and
Palmales (palms) among others.

* Family - Among the Liliales are fam-
ilics which include obvious lilies (Lili-
accac), the daflfodils {Amaryllidaceac),
iris (Iridaccae), and rushes (Jun-
caceae) among others.

* Etc. - Among the family of obvious
lilies we find lilies, crocus, trillium,
asparagus and wlips, among others.
Among the lilics we find such plants
as Lilium philadelphicion var, andinmum
adopted in 1941 as the floral emblem
of the province of Saskatchewan.

It was Linnacus® achievement to de-

clare that living creatures could be cate-

gorized into groups which could then
be separated into increasingly narrow
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collections of organisms. Within each
grouping, at ¢ach level, the organisms
exhibit features in common with others
in the group and different from organ-
isms in other groups.

Prior 1o Linnacus, names of organ-
isms included lengthy lists of descriptive
adjectives. The names of all organisms,
whatever their characteristics, were
listed together in alphabetical order,
rather than in categories with other or-
ganisms of like characteristics. It is evi-
dent that Linnacus publication of the
huge work Systema Naturae (System of
Nature) in 1758 was truly a monumen-
tal development in the history of biology.
From this point forward, biologists had
a common taxonomic framework (they
had a commeon “filing system™ to work
with) and a practical retrieval system for
names.

Why mess with it?

The question thus arises, why mod-
¢rn man would want to tamper with
success?

Linnacus’ sysiem was based on his
understanding that organisms share
sets of characteristics because they were
designed by God to do so, Why is there
so much varicty? There is variety be-
cause God delights in variety on specific
themes. Why can we detect a hicrarchy
of increasingly broad categories in
which to place organisms? God designed
His creation to be logical, understand-
able and practical.

This understanding of the creation
has, however, fallen into disfavor with
many scientists during the past 150
years, Most biologists today believe that
evolution, not God, produced the diver-
sity that we see. These biologists now
want our categorizing of organisms to
reflect an evolutionary descent.

In the same way that cousins may
resemble each other more than more
distant relations, so biologists believe
that organisms which exhibit similar

Plant

Flowering plant

Monocot

Liliales

-, .
X '\Y \"A o\ '

w=Qbvious lilies

-

features, probably are more recently de-
scended from a common ancestor, In
order to identify evolutionary lines of
descent, biologists began to identify
certain organisms as “primitive” and
others as “advanced.” For example, one-
celled organisms would be considered
primitive compared to organisms made
up of many different Kinds of cell. Such
speculations however had little effect on
the groupings of organisms since the
categories were based on shape and
other biological features that we can see.

New approach

A new approach was proposed in
1950 and 1966 by a German entomolo-
gist. He proposed that organisms be sep-
arated into lines of descent based on
only a few characteristics. One branch
would represent those possessing a cer-
tain feature, and the other branch would
include the “have nots.” Then these two

Kingdom

General

Phylum

Class

Order

Specific

Family

branches would each be separated into
two further branches based on posses-
sion or lack of other characteristics. This
system, called cladistics, sounded good
in theory. However nature seldom coop-
erates to fit this system, All too often a
unique characteristic shows up in or-
ganisms alrcady separated into separate
lines. In this case biologists assume the
unique characteristic appeared twice by
chance (convergence), or that the or-
ganisms were formerly wrongly placed
in separate lines of descent. This takes
away from the logical character of the
categorizing because key features can
then be found in any group. Further-
more, what was problematic when ob-
scrvable characteristics like shape were
used, has become dramatically worse
now that DNA sequencing (order of the
chemical components along the mole-
cule) is preferentially used to indicate
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order of branching and thus relation-
ships (categorics).

Imagine the sentiments of a biolo-
gist who thinks she knows the major
groups of organisms, when she comes
across a term like “ccdysozoans.” Obvi-
ously the term represents an important
group of organisms but her recently
published dictionary of biology includes
no such term. A little research reveals
that the term represents a new “super-
clade” (category equivalent to Linnacus’
phylum).

Based on some similar DNA se-
quences, the microscopic roundworms
or nematodes are grouped with the
arthropods. What??? Nematodes are
tiny spindle shaped worms. Many are
parasites of plants or animals. They have
no distinct head, no special body cavity
and often are made up of less than 1000
cells in total in their bodies. Compared
1o nematodes, arthropods are giants,
Arthropods are creatures with an ex-
oskeleton and jointed appendages (such
as legs, wings, antennae). They include
insects, crustaceans like crabs, spiders,
millipedes and so on, Previously no one
even remotely imagined any kind of re-
lationship or grouping in common be-
tween nematodes and arthropods. Well
they do both discard their skin in order
to grow. Snakes molt too but nobody
wants to place them into the ecdyso-
Zoans,

It just doesn’t make sense

Prominent evolutionist Simon Con-
way Mornis declares that molecular data
have revolutionized previous views on
taxonomic groupings. There have been
plenty of surprises. In other words the
molecular data do not fit the categories
based on shape and biology. Of the
ecdysozoans he declares: “in the ecdyso-
zoans the previously unexpected link
benween nematodes and arthropods has
not yet led to a more precisely resolved
phylogeny [theory of relationships].

Nor, of course, are we any better in-
formed as to how anything like a nema-
tode could have evolved from any other
group of ecdysozoan™ (Cell vol. 100,
Jan.7/00 p. 8). The controversy on the
placement of nematodes with arthro-
pods continues to the present. Many or-
ganisms, in similar fashion, are shuttled
back and forth from one group to an-
other as cach new batch of molecular
data is obtained.

The categories of organisms arc
thus subject to rapid changes of posi-
tion and Hlogical groupings. This makes
life difficult for people who work with
biological materials. That list includes
people in agriculture, horticulture, ecol-
ogy and biediversity rescarch. In many
cases even the Latin names of organisms
are changed as they are shuttled from
one category 1o another, An article on
the topic in the November 2005 Land-
scape Trades magazine was entitled “Rosa
by any other name might not smell as
sweet” (pp. 38-42).

More and more species

The March 15/07 issue of Nature,
with cover story on Linnacus, also
pointed out another major problem
stemming from taxonomic categorics
based on DNA sequences. The article,
entitled “The spectes and the specious™
(pp. 250-253) deals with the issue of
“cryptic” or hidden species. It turms out

that populations of organisms that look
the same, may yet be designated as sep-

arate species if they differ in some pant
of their DNA sequence. The article re-
counts the story of the meadow jumping
mouse which is common all over the
United States. Apparently in the
foothills of Colorado and Wyoming
however, there is a population of
meadow jumping mouse with some
DNA differences from those on the rest
of the continent. Advocates want the
foothills population declared a separate
species. Since it occurs in a limited geo-

graphical area, the mouse would then be
cligible for protection under endangered
species legislation. 1t so happens that
the mouse habitat is on prime land for
development.

Apparently, according to the journal
Nature, we are secing dramatic species
inflation as biologlists move to a new
species concept based on evolution the-
ory rather than biology. According to
the biological definition, populations
which interbreed in the wild, are from
the same species. According to the evo-
lution based definition, any diagnos-
able difference merits separate species
designation,

The problem of species inflation is
widespread in plants too. And it is ap-
parently playing havoc with endangered
species legislation which was based on
the old blological definition. Now, the
smaller the area with a aryptic species,
the smaller the population numbers
will be and the more deserving the or-

ganism will be of legal protection.
Conclusion

Carl Linnacus, for his part, was an
Intellectual giant. Based on his Christian
faith and his love of nature, this man de-
veloped a system of categorizing organ-
isms which was logical and practical,
His system has served us well for 250
years. In the past few years however, bi-
ologists have done their best 1o turn Lin-
nacus’ system into something that is
unstable (constantly changing), llogical
and impossible 1o use for practical pur-
poses. All this has been carried out in
the name of Darwinian theory, May
saner heads prevail so that we do not
lose the benefits of Linnacus’ work.
There is an ancient saying “Let us now
praise famous men and the fathers that
begat us.” It seems appropriate in 2007
1o praisc the work of Carl Linnacus. May
we never forget why this work was so
successful.




On the other side

by Sharon L Bratcher

Recently T was working with some
acquaintances on a rather large cleanup
project, A woman I had just met began in-
structing me regarding how to sweep cor-
rectly, and how to avold aggravating one’s
back while sweeping. Oh, she knew what
she was 1alking about, she said, because
she had 1o sweep out her barn regularly,
and didn’t she have a lot of back trouble
over the years? At least three times she
swept over near me 10 add further advice
such as “you need 1o switch sides fre-
quently!™ It was quite annoying, yet in-
structive in an interesting way. Why?
Because | found out what it fecls like to be
“on the other side.” Ouch.

At first, T had thoughts such as, “Icer-
tainly have a lot of experience with sweep-
ing” and “I could tell a few tales about
pulled muscles in my back also.” Since 1
was wearing a dust mask and hat, | even
wondered if she thought that I was a lot
younger than she was, and therefore in
need of her instructions, 1 decided not to
confront or argue, but instead just to ket
her go on. And [ began to see myself.

Oh, my. How many times have 1
shared the vast wealth of my knowledge
with all those around me! They didn’t even
need to ask. Whenever [ saw a situation
where something I have learned might
help someone nearby, [ shared it. | like to
assume that's what this new acquain-
tance was doing,

Ouch again!

1 always thought that it came from
the purest of motives. God calls us 1o help
others, to teach others, to share with oth-
crs what He has taught to us. So often 1

have been taught and fted and comfoned
by what others have said, and [ truly, truly
want to help others.

LA R B R R R R R R AR AR RN

! didn’t hold it against
this lady.

Analyzing situations with the benefit
of hindsight, I can also see that some-
times I was so cager to be helpful that 1
rather forced myself into sitwations, and
practically demanded to be allowed to
belp. Ouch again. 1 never understood the
quict, thoughtful responses that some-
times ensued. 1 figured that people were
glad for what I thought I unsclfishly gave
10 them. 1 shared my knowledge, and oh,
by the way, 1 also often insisted that the
best way to do a thing was the way 1 had
leamed, thank you very much! During the
recent “sweeping” incident, 1 felt that
quict, thoughtful response come over me.
And I realized that what was going
through the minds of those “on the other
side” was not what I had imagined. [ really
had not known.

And so, I didn’t hold it against this
lady. I felt like I knew what her intent
was, and 1 chose to overlook the annoy-
ance of it by changing the subject when-
ever possible, and eventually moving to a
different room 1o sweep. Ouch again. Oh,
my, how many times have people done
that with me, and I didn’t even realize it?

In need of a fruit

Growing up a1 the end of the “hip-
pie” era, 1 absorbed a lot of talk about
speaking the truth, being bonest, not being
hypocritical and speaking one’s mind.,
Some of this was good, but it tended to
leave out a valuable aspect of the fruits of
the Spirit found in Galatians 5:22-23; self-
control. And in order to have self-control.
one must have patience, intend Kindncess,
and learn gentleness, also sometimes
known as “tact.” But how does this “fruit™
£et put into action?

1 Corinthians 13:1 states: “Though 1
speak with the tongues of men and of an-
gels, but have not love, 1 have become as
sounding brass or a danging cymbal,” It is
not enough to have the truth nor to be able
to phrase it coherently. One must share it
in a loving manner.

This may include beginning with the
phrase, “may I share what worked for
me?” instead of coming across as the
know-it-all who rode in to save the day.

It might also include not interrupting
someone telling a story to correct his de-
tails or grammar. Gentleness and kind-
ness may call for a later private
conversation if the matter is essential to
the cause of truth. Self-control and pa-
tience will help us 10 wait.

It scems that the Lord brings these
“on the other side™ situations to me of-
ten these days. They help me to learn
from mistakes of the past. They also help
me o exercise bove that “overlooks a mul-
titude of sins™ (1 Peter 4:8). My prayer is
that I will be “quick to listen, slow 1o
speak, and slow 1o become angry” (lrom
James 1:19).
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Puzzle PAGE ENTICING ENIGMAS AND CEREBRAL CHALLENGES

Send Puxzles, Solutions, Ideas to PUZZLE PAGE, 43 Summerhill Place, Winnipeg, ME R2C 4V4 OR robgleach@gmail.com

Chess Puzzle # 134

New PuzzLes

Riddles for Punsters #134

Why did Johnny Chicken-heart never play outside barefooted in the
spring, summer and autumn?
He was afraid of cutting his feetonthe b _ _ _ _ _ of g ____.

Problem to Ponder #134 - “Summer Sports™

Many youth of a certain congregation are always very involved with
soccer, baseball or volleyball during the summer. Some play two, or
even all three, of those sports. In total, 30 play soccer and 32 baseball
and 19 volleyball. Of those, 19 play soccer and baseball, 10 soccer and

three sports.

WHITE to Mate in 4
Or, 1f it is BLACK's Move, BLACK to Mate in 2

volleyball, and 11 baseball and volleyball. Of those, onty 7 play all

a) Altogether, how many of the youth play one or more of the sports?
b) How many play soccer and baseball but not volleyball?

Answer to Riddles for Punsters #133

Why do disk jockeys not like to listen to people who keep repeating themselves?
It is because those people sound like broken records.

Answers to Problem to Ponder #133 - “Likely Probobilities™

How many different 4-member Student Councils can be elected from 20 students, if the
Council has a peesident. vice-president, secretary and treasures? If every student has
the same likelihood of being elected, what is the probability that a) Laura will be on
the Council? b) Laura will be the treasurer?

ALSO, What is the probability that the Ottawa Senators, who have already lost 2 games
against the Anaheim Ducks, will win the Stanley Cup by winning & of the (as 1 type
this) 5 remaining games (or win the next 4 games, in which case there will not be 2
fifth game)? Assume that the two teams are evenly matched so that the peobabdtity of
Ottawa winning any game is 1 in 2 (50 50%).

There are 20(cholces)x19x18x17 = 116280 ways to pick 4 people out of 20, arranged in
a certain order of being picked, namely president, vice-president, etc, [NOTE: On a cal-
culator with a P, button, the answer is P, = 116280 arrangements. )

The number of possible councils with Lauza on them is the number of ways Laura can
have ome of 4 offices times the ways the other 3 offices can be filled, so 4 (choices for
an office for Laura) x19 (students left to fill a second office) x18 (for third office) x17
(for last office) = 23256 councils [4x, P, = 23256 on a calculator.]

Probobility(event) = number of woys to have o successfil outcome / total number of out-
comes. 5o the Probability(Laura in 1 of 4 offices of the council)= number of dif-
ferent councils with Laura/total councils possible = 23256/116280 = 1/5 so 1
chance in 5, the same os the probability of being on 2 4-member committee (see
previous Puzzle Page).

However, the probability of Laura being on the council as treasurer will be 19{choices
for pees. Jx18(vice-pres. ) X17(sece. Jx1(treasurer must be Laura) / 20x19x18x17 = 1/20 so
1 chance in 20.[,P, /,,P, =.05 = 1720 on a calculator.]

IF WWIN, Leloss, Y% = probability of winning any individual game, then the Senators
probability of winning the Cup is the Probability(WWWW, no fifth game needed) = % x
e x Y ox Y= 1/16 added to the Probability{LWWWW OR WLWWW OR WWLWW OR
WWWLW)= 4(% x V¥ x ¥ x % x %) = 4/32 « 1/8, s0 the overall probability is 1/16
+1/8%1/16 + 2/16 = 3/16, loss than 1 chance in 4. Suse enough, the Senators were
unable to beat the odds (or the Ducks)!

SOLUTIONS TO THE PREVIOUS
(MAY) PuzzLe PAGE

BLACK

sowtion| & & K .

10 ) i
CHESS |’

PUZZLE |* & B
#133 , A i

WHITE to Mate in 2 BLACK to Mate in 3
Descriptive Notation Descriptive Notation

1. RRch KR 1, —— N/X6B8 ch
2. OR4 mate 2. KR1 NxP ch
Algebraic Notation 3. KR2 N/Q788 mate
1. Rhéxhé « Kh7xh6 Algebraic Notation

2. Of6hé ++ 1. ——- Ne3fl +

2. Khahl  Nfixg3 +
3. Khih2 Nd2f1 ++
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Series 14, Ne 11

Last month’s solution

Series 14 No 10

1. Have a great ambition
7. Summer entrees
13. One who sits for pictures
14. Alrlift arrival (abbr.)

16.
18. Small glass pleces,
maybe from meteorites
Ever, poetically speaking
Girl’s name

22. Anger

23. Federal Aviation Admin.

24. Wee picnicker

25. Japanese money

26. Run-time system (abbe.)

27. Certain tropical plants

28. Tree feature

30. Pass away

31. Car mishap

32. Spanish men

35. Inelligence,

slangily speaking

37. Step on the gas

38. Head part
L39. Take ice off the windows

20.
21.

Summer residence, perhaps?

42.
46.
47.
48,
49.
50.
52.
55.

56.
57.
58.

59.
60,

63.
64,
65,
66.
67.

Copy

An cagle’s victim

Bright light

Pointy shape

Started the fire

Hill, in South Africa
Wonderful, in slang

High powered amplifier
(abbr)

Alr speed indicator for short
Goat’s hair fabric

English as a second language
(abbr)

Fleur-de-__

Water mister or mosquito
fogger

Bishop's robe

Delete

Group's doctrine

Male ducks

Whine

W wN

36.
39.
40,

. Native of Sparta
. Hawaiian food

Small islands

. Administrative office of

atown

6. Tasks
7.
8. Awake and aware
9.
10.
1L
12,
15.
17.
19.
29,
3L
33
34,
35.

Use of irony in literature

Summer destinations
Skill

A wanderer

Robs

Animals

Lady’s name

A trace of something bad
Quick raid

wall or lawn game
Sales agent

The night before
Scanning clectron
microscope

Spring month in Paris
Water sound

Crunchy

4l

42,
43.
. Swine-like animal
45.
47.
. SummeT water rider
51,
53
. Small pancake
6l.
63.

One who is leaving his
career
Contaminates

Sports player

Pencil pant
Extra parts

Excessively overweight
Pale

Constellation, the altar
Million electron volts (abbr)

-
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